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LETTER FROM SECRETARY-GENERAL 

Honourable participants, 

 

I, as the Secretary-General of Galatasaray University Model United Nations 2020, would like to 

thank you because of your participation for the twentieth annual session of a diplomatic tradition. 

 

For the past 19 years, Galatasaray University Model United Nations has brought together some of 

the most impressive young leaders to debate issues pertinent to past, present and future crises on a 

global scale. Each year they have demonstrated an unparalleled capacity to collaborate and 

negotiate with fellow delegates on some of the most divisive issues. The skills delegates will learn 

at GSMUN - effective negotiating, public speaking, critical thinking, and teamwork - are intended 

to form an understanding of diplomacy for the next generation of diplomats, politicians and leaders. 

 

This year, the conference theme of the 20th session of tradition focuses on the notion of diplomacy. 

This year’s theme is “Diplomacy as an Art of Telling”, inspired by the famous quote of Sir Winston 

Churchill. We’re looking forward to sharing this tradition of diplomacy with you during 

GSMUN’20. 

 

Welcome to the diplomacy, salute together! 

 

İkbal Baş  

Secretary-General 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

1- INTRODUCTION 

For nearly 3 centuries mainland Britain, Scotland and Ireland are governed under a United 

Kingdom. Even though many dynasties throughout the history have ruled these lands, it was not 

until 1707 that  these territories were ruled under a single authority. On May 1, 1707 Kingdom of 

England and Kingdom of Scotland officially merged, making up the so called “Monarchy of United 

Kingdom” and “Great Britain”. In the following century with the mergence of Kingdom of Ireland 

with the Great Britain, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland was created.  After a 

significant part of Ireland left the union on December 6, 1922, its name was modified to the United 

Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. Throughout this transformation, four dynasties 

have been the monarchs of this union and ruled to this day. Even though the union was ruled by 

different dynasties, these take overs occurred in peaceful manners due to the existence of a 

powerful bicameral system of parliament. In fact it was the Parliament of England who put “House 

of Hannover” into power in 1707. Although the existence of a monarchy is a significant for U.K, 

monarchy in the U.K has been nothing but a symbolic figure since 1689. However this did not 

simply reduce monarchy into nullity. After 1689, monarchy served as a guaranteed power which 

protects the rights of its subjects through its constitution against external and internal threats. 

Alongside with this role, the ruling monarch of the union has the following rights and powers; 

 

•  The right to be consulted by the Prime Minister 

•  To encourage certain courses of action 

•  To warn against others 

•  The power to appoint and dismiss the Prime Minister 

•  The power to appoint and dismiss other ministers. 

•  The power to summon, prorogue and dissolve Parliament 

•  The power to make war and peace 

•  The power to command the armed forces of the United Kingdom 



 

 

•  The power to regulate the Civil Service 

•  The power to ratify treaties 

•  The power to issue passports 

•  The power to appoint bishops and archbishops of the Church of England 

•  The power to create peers (both life peers and hereditary peers).  

 

 

2- A BRIEF HISTORY OF HOUSE WINDSOR 

House of Windsor is the Royal House of United Kingdom, the former House of Hanover, which has 

proceeded with extinguishment after the death of Queen Victoria and end her monarch. New house, 

including the dynasty of Edward VII (son of Queen Victoria),  George V, Edward VIII, George VI, 

Elizabeth II (queen regnant), and her heirs Charles, who first comes up after Elizabeth II and his 

elder son Prince William. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

   

• Surname  

 

The surname of ‘Windsor’ (after the name of the castle) has declared by George V during the World 

War 1 period related to the anti-german opinion of the era. The previous valid surname as a result of 

it being belonged to the German-born husband of Queen Victoria ‘Saxe-Coburg-Gotha’ 

representing the ancestry. After the declaration of the new name ‘Windsor,’ all lineage belonging to 

the British male line held it instead of ‘Saxe-Coburg-Gotha.’  

After the coronation and accession of Queen Elizabeth, it should have been changed to her 

husband’s surname, but she declared that her children and lineage, who are not dignified by being 

princess/prince or royal-highness, will also adopt the name of ‘Windsor’ not ‘Mountbatten.’ 

Princesses, princes, and the royal-highnesses were Mountbatten-Windsor’s. 

 

• Reign of Edward VIII. And The Abdication 

 

Edward VIII. who was born in 1894, is the elder son of George V.and Mary Teck. He has acceded 

to the throne after the death of King George V., his father, in January of 1936. After a couple of 

months, December of the same year, he wanted to marry Miss Simpson, an American socialite who 

has just divorced from his second husband. However, it was strictly prohibited for the Royal family 

members and heirs to marry someone who has been married before. Only it is permitted in case of 

special permission of the parliament. In Edward VIII.’s case, he demanded permission to marry 

Miss Simpson from the parliament, and after the decision of the parliament, which was a reject, he 

has abdicated from the throne. His demand for marrying a divorced woman has been opposed by 

the Royal family, church, politicians, and parliament, and the only one supporting him was Winston 

Churchill during that time. After the rejection of the parliament, he has abdicated from the throne, 



 

 

as he was stated before that he would abdicate in case of a denial to his demand, on the 11th of 

December 1936 and the day after, his brother Prince Albert, who took the name George VI to 

emphasize continuity with his father and restore confidence in the monarchy, George VI. has 

acceded to the throne, and he announced his brother, the former king, as the new Duke of Windsor. 

After Edward VIII. has been announced as the new Duke of Windsor by his brother, George VI 

went to France and married Miss Simpson. Although he has abdicated, his position was 

strengthened by being the first King of Britain who has abdicated with his demand. As expected, in 

the following years, during World War II, Adolf Hitler, who was also a friend of Edward VIII. 

related to the good relations of him with Nazi Germany, has announced and recognized him as the 

new King of Great Britain in order to use him against the UK. Consequently, European Countries, 

especially Nazi Germany, have tried to use him after his abdication. 

 

• Reign of King George VI. 

 

George VI. Was born in 1895, and was the second son of King V. According to principals of Royal 

Family he was in the second row to accede to the throne after his brother, generally, since he is the 

second heir of the throne, he would be considered as the one with low chance to coronate, but the 

abdication of his old brother made things change, and he became the new King and the new ruler of 

the monarchy. He was also the emperor of India until India gained its independence. He has 

supported the alliance of England and France during the Second World War and became a strong 

character and leader of the war in the eye of British people. At the beginning of his reigning period, 

he did not accept Winston Churchill as his prime minister, but after being realized of his skills by 

his council, he appointed him as his prime minister. His heir was his daughter Elizabeth II. Since he 

had not any son, and she was the one who acceded to the throne after George VI. died of coronary 

thrombosis. 

 



 

 

3- AN EVALUATION OF THE U.K AFTER THE DEATH OF KING GEORGE 

Elizabeth II. was on the trip of Kenya, which was a part of her tour to Commonwealth when she 

learned about the death of his father, King George VI. He was instructing her about ways of the 

monarchy since it was clear that she'll be the owner of the throne soon, and she was attending these 

trips on behalf of the King, who was suffering from his medical conditions at that time.  

 At the time, the British monarchy was under intense scrutiny in Kenya. Mau Mau Fighters were 

gaining power in their fight against British colonialism and their independence. Though the safety 

of the royal family was a big concern among British officials,  the King felt it was necessary to show 

face on the African continent. 

 After Princess Elizabeth had been informed about his father's death by a newspaper reporter in 

Kenya, she canceled the rest of the African continent trip, and she stated her apologies to the 

leaders. 

Colonies had a significantly critical point for Great Britain in that period, as we can also conclude 

from the trips made by Queen Elizabeth even when the King was his deathbed. The reason why 

colonies were essential for the monarch was that they were constructing most of the financial and 

raw material resource and manpower which became unstable with the beginning of the rises due to 

the desire of the colonies to become independent and start to fight for their freedom against the 

Britain's arms. 

 
 
 
 

COLONIES 

As aforementioned, colonies were the cornerstone of the economy of Britain both before and during 

the World War, and Britain's colonies in West Africa, Gambia, Sierra Leone, the Gold Coast,  and 

Nigeria also served as staging posts and military bases during World War Two. The colonies 



 

 

contributed more than just manpower to the army. In many colonies, the pre-war naval volunteer 

forces were expanded. In addition, seamen from the Empire also crewed British merchant ships.  

But by 1945, colonies became an expensive liability for Clement Atlee's, newly elected Labour 

Government. The Labour Party's view about the colonies was questionable regarding the 

contribution they had to the economy compared with the charge of them to Britain. 

Besides, the imperial prestige of Britain had been damaged and even destroyed by Japan's victories 

against Britain and the other European countries during the Second World War. Consequently, the 

damaged prestige of Britain has created distrust among its colonies, and the already existing desire 

for independence became more intense. 

Firstly, India gained it's independence, in 1947 -2 years after the WW2-, against the British forces 

and it's enormous war effort during their fight to independency. Besides, India was one of the most 

significant resources of manpower during the war. There were over two and a half million Indian 

citizens in uniform during the war. The Fifth Indian Division, for example, fought in Sudan against 

the Italians, and then in Libya against the Germans.  

Decolonization process, which Britain has likely got in after the official establishment of 

Commonwealth in 1931, has been supported by the perception African continent and other colonies 

had about Britain, which was not as powerful as it used to be. Moreover, Britain's government was 

aware of what probable independence gained by one of the colonies could result in the loss of raw 

material resources, manpower, and other financial resources. As the expected results,  Britain had a 

problem and conflict with colonies during the World War, and it concluded with a debt equal to 

billion pounds to other countries, which were not colonies of Britain. In conclusion, the economy 

was in disarray with the unpredictable domestic disturbances of colonies.  

Remind the fact that colonies were in the decolonisation process after India gained its independence 

in 1947, and after ten years, apart from that, Ghana became the first government in the African 

continent to gain its independence. Decolonisation process is complexed since each colony's unique 



 

 

societies presented different political pressures, which could sometimes lead to violence ranging 

from riots to massacres. 

 

BRITAIN AFTER THE WORLD WAR 

After the war, the class system in England was abolished, and new equal rights were given to all of 

the classes in society by the new laws of ‘welfare State’ legislated by the new government. 

However, these new rights were inefficient in solving problems such as unemployment and poverty 

caused by the war. In this new world order, the class system disappeared, money was appreciated, 

and consumption stood out. This new change, vagueness, and fear of the future gave rise to the 

alienation of the individual. This alienation created rebels in the society, especially the youth 

rebelled. 

 

Furthermore, except for the class systems and rebellions, Britain was demolished, necessitating a 

re-construction for both the country and the society, and the number of the martyrs were more than 

the amount of the young people succeeded to survive and come back after the war. The people of 

Britain were both damaged physically and mentally. As a result of these circumstances, the Labour 

Party and its policy seemed like a solution, and the Labour Party came into power. 

 

It is possible to explain the former class system of Britain before World War Two by these names: 

• Nobles: They gain their privileges congenitally, and it consists of wealthy families, and it is 

not possible to convert to this class from any under one. 

 

◦ Middle Class: Most of the British people belongs to the middle class as it contains 

crafts that also have the average income as other parts of the class. They take 

advantage of most parts of social rights.  

 



 

 

• Low Class: The class includes workers, employees, and farmers who are underpaid and 

considered as inferior, and they are part of the community, which benefits the least from 

social rights. Moreover, the class became more important, and their number has increased 

after the industrial revolution.  

 

Nevertheless, with the changes in the class system, these notions have disappeared in the following 

years of the World War. As the change in the class system, war, especially the American influence 

in battle, has affected the construction of the community. With the liberal and independence 

defending policies and attitudes of the country, Britain was one of the countries which have 

influenced these ideas, and it was observable among the British people. 

Although the excellent image which Royal Family had during the war by the visits to fronts and 

wounded and speeches they made, British people were already affected by the ideas which America 

held and the weakening power of the government on colonies. 

 

 

 

Furthermore, implementation of the Marshall Plan has started in 1947, and it has shown European 

Countries that they will need more of a constructive economy plan rather than a supportive one as 

the Marshall Plan. Unexpectedly the plan caused instability in the economy, and as a result of it, 

economies that tried to be supported became troublous because of the irregularity. Besides, what 

was unconsidered by European governments was the perceivable existence of the Cold War, which 

was first mentioned by Churchill. Prime Minister Winston Churchill condemned the Soviet Union’s 

policies in Europe and declared, “From Stettin in the Baltic to Trieste in the Adriatic, an iron curtain 

has descended across the continent.” Churchill’s speech is considered one of the opening volleys 

announcing the beginning of the Cold War. 



 

 

 In 1951 with the Paris Agreement, the foundations of the European Union were laid, but Britain 

was not interested in being included in the Union as a result of their relations with the British 

Commonwealth.  
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